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EVERYONE WELCOME!!! NO SIGN UP NECESSARY!!!
JESUS HAS LEFT THE BUILDING JULY 13
There are still many opportunities to join fellow church family members and go out into the community to follow Jesus’
example and serve others. People who have participated in the past Jesus Has Left the Building Sundays have found the
experiences to be satisfying and lots of fun. It’s a wonderful way to get to know fellow church family members. All sites
are “family friendly” meaning that children can share the activity with their parents.
Following are the JHLTB sites that need more volunteers. The team leader’s name and contact number are listed. If
you see a project on which you would like to work, the sign up board will be in Fellowship Hall or you can contact the
team leader and add your name to the list. OR just come on Sunday morning, July 13, in your work clothes and the team
leader will be happy to include you.
Marklund - Team leader: Becky Stewart 630 365-0640
Activity: Wheel Chair baseball. Volunteers will push wheel chairs. Must be 14 or older to push. Younger kinds can accompany adults. (Many volunteers are needed to make this an exciting morning for the residents of Marklund.)
Address: 1S450 Wyatt Drive, Geneva (off Main Street, approximately 4 miles west of Randall Road in South Mill Creek
Subdivision.)
Campton Open Space - Team leader: Carol Ludemann 630 377-2564
Activity: Project at Corron Farm. Spreading mulch, maybe some gravel too. Also may be planting some perennials.
People should come dressed for yard work, bring some gardening tools, if possible, and bring their own water.
Address: Burlington Rd. to Corron Rd.
Garfield Farm - Team leader: Peter Ball 630 365-9351
Activity: Garden work, weeding, etc. Peter has suggested possibly “unearthing” the roses that were planted in memory
of John Hundley and presently are very weedy. Garden tools will be welcome.
Address: Campton Hills Rd. and Garfield Rd.
Church Member Property - Team leader: John Rodgers 630 584-0929
Activity: Outside yard work
Address: 38W801 Old Homestead Rd., St. Charles (off Bolcum Rd., west of Burr Rd.)
St. Charles Historical Center - Team leader: Ed Klosowski 630 584-5318
Activity: Window washing and other tasks TBD
Address: East Main Street, St. Charles

Pray for each other so
that you may be healed....
James 5:16 (NIV)

Please Pray for
Marc DeSilva
David Hinderliter

(Barb Fairbairn’s son)

Mike Linder
Barney Lykins
Hannah Nieman
Connor Speck
Ruth Warren
Dee Zimmerman

Dear friends,
I can’t begin to thank you for my Carleen Bart Retirement Day
celebration, June 8. I always knew that our church family and
staff were extra special and that that was why I loved my job for
18 years. You have confirmed that once again. What a humbling day it was. So many people did so much. The special FOG
Puppet Troupe song using puppets I had made over the years
had me crying. ( I wasn’t alone for that first mass production
of large puppets, we had a committee, of course!) The luncheon
was fantastic and delicious, and the gifts were overwhelmingly
generous. It’s been a privilege to work for my own church, a
place where we help God take care of His people. I realized after
my head injury in January how lucky I had been despite a few
lingering problems, and how important having a church family’s prayers, support and love is. I also realized that it was time
to retire, to have more time for myself, my family and painting.
See you in church! God bless.
Love, Carleen Bart

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the gift of money to let me go to Sports Camp.
It was a blast. I have enjoyed going all four years.
Sincerely,
Griffin Harland
I want to thank everyone for their support, prayers, cards, and
the beautiful prayer shawl during my recent thyroid surgery
and treatment. It means a lot to me to know that everyone is so
caring.
All is well, the surgery went well and the treatment is over. I
can finally put all of this behind me and move forward.
Thanks again for all of your support!
Michelle Jaynes

John, thank you!
I don’t deal well with change. And I know I’m not alone. I’ve known ever since the day John came that someday he would
be leaving. But, hey, that day was far into the future, right? Well, now that day will be here sooner than we think it will be.
That’s how it is – the future has a way of sometimes being, too soon, the present.
Recently, when John started a memorial service and as he continued on, even through escorting the family out of the sanctuary, the thought occurred to me – I just really like the way John does things. He is so professional yet caring and gentle.
John has brought and developed so many new programs, increased awareness in ways we never dreamed of, expanded our
horizons in ways unimagined. Brought our church, as a whole, into a new world of ministry, of service.
I know – I know! - that retirement is on the not-so-distant horizon for John & Susan, and I will tell all of you what I have
said to him – I’m not ready for that to happen yet. When I think of John not being our pastor - I just can’t even imagine…..
The gifts I have received from John during his ministry are numerous, too numerous to even begin to count. Multiply those
personal gifts of mine by others in our congregation, in our Association, in our Conference, etc. Wow!
Mere words, but from the bottom of my heart – thank you, John!
-Pat Kitner

What is Bright Stars of Bethlehem? Bright Stars of Bethlehem is an organization that supports
Palestinians living in the Holy Land. Bright Stars is dedicated to helping people in the Holy Land
have life and have it abundantly.
The members of our congregation who were on the Holy Land trip had the opportunity to visit the Christmas
Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, where the Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb is the pastor. It was because of the vision of Rev.
Raheb that Bright Stars of Bethlehem came to be.
Bright Stars of Bethlehem promotes the many outreach ministries of Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem that
serve the educational, medical, professional and spiritual development needs of people living in Palestine. They work
together to help and empower children and youth, college students, young families and seniors.
I am sure you can recall the fabulous art exhibit we had last year, which showcased Palestinian artists. Perhaps you were
one of those who were able to hear Ruth Nelson talk about Bright Stars and their work in the West Bank during an
adult education session.
For the past several months I have had the pleasure to work with a group of women and men to plan a fundraiser, Room
For Hope, Celebrating Palestinian Culinary Arts, to be held on September 17 and 18. Featured will be opportunities to
dine in one of two Palestinian restaurants as well as participate in a cooking demonstration put on by students of the
Dar al Kalima University near Bethlehem. More information is on the invitation found on page 12 of this Highlight.
All proceeds from this two day festival will benefit the work of Bright Stars of Bethlehem, a U.S. 501(c)(3) charitable
organization.
To learn more, please see the Stars of Bethlehem website, brightstarsbethlehem.org.

Wyonne Hegland

The Sound of Music Update
The membership is well aware our Church Council has taken on three important projects this summer – our
Sound System, Organ and Parking Lot repairs. The Parking Lot and Sound System are completed and the Organ
should be completed by Labor Day. We have run a low key but important fund raiser to help fund the first two
projects and have gratefully received $22,670 as of today. Of course any additional gifts are welcome and appreciated.
Now we must “finish the race” as the Apostle Paul would say. Our church is now seeking member loans to
cross the finish line. We are asking all members to consider making a loan to our church. We thank you for all your
commitments in the past and ask that you consider extending it into the future.
Here are the details. Loans are for 3 ½ years to coincide when the current member and bank loans expire in
July 2017. The rate is 3.75% in $1000 increments with a $20,000 maximum. Interest will be paid twice a year in January and July.
If you are interested please fill out the form below and return it to church by July 20. If you have questions or
comments please contact John Rodgers or John Speck.

Member Loan
Yes, count me in to help finish the race. I would like to loan $ __________. Money is due July 20.
Signed _______________________________ Please print name. _________________________
Please return this form to the church office by July 20th.

Please pray
for them
on their
birthdays.
Lincoln Park Zoo Trip

Sunday, August 10, we will be taking a bus to the zoo! We will
depart from the church parking lot at 11:30 am and return at 5:00
pm.
There are 56 seats on the bus. Sign up on the Congregational Life
bulletin board. Please list each family member for an accurate seat
count. Cost is $12/seat, paid by July 20th. Make checks payable to
Congregational UCC and mail/drop off in church office.
There are no refunds for this event. If you are unable to make it,
please check the waiting list to transfer your reservation. For more
information contact Susan Klopmeyer at klopmeyer@comcast.net
or 630.253.8251

Computer Needed
Our church is looking for someone to donate
a Windows based used computer for use in
uploading our worship services to our website.
A Pentium IV or V would be best. If you have
one you are no longer using or planning to
upgrade please contact the church office.
Thank you.

CUCC Mom’s Group
Pizza and Beer Night, Friday, August 1st: 5pm, Nick and Maggie
Hoepfner’s home, 0N460 Taylor Dr., Geneva, IL 60134. Please
bring your own beverage and we will order pizza - approx. $5/
person.
Whole family welcome - very casual.

Wine &
Canvas
Workshop

Wine and Canvas Workshop
August 15th at 6:00 in Fellowship Hall, we will be learning to
paint with step by step instructions from artist, Keri Ann. The cost
is $25.00 per person. Please make checks payable to the CUCC
and designate in the memo line Wine and Canvas night. Keri
Ann will provide the canvas, the paint and the knowledge. We are
asking that if you would like, please bring a bottle of wine and an
appetizer to share.
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State of the CUCCSTC

Tassie Brautigam
Christian Education Coordinator
christianed@cuccstc.org
WOW - and what a WOW week it was! Our Workshop of
Wonder: Imagine and Build with God was a fun and energy filled time! 87 kids, 24 adult leaders, and 23 youth station leaders came together to discover how the ordinary
becomes extraordinary with God. We all enjoyed meeting
Rivet the Ant, puppeted by Annie Stoner, who gave lots of
insights each day. Tracy Richter along with Bridget Cho
and their friend Amy Svalenka spent many hours putting
our decorations and workshop together. Thanks for the
fabulous decorations!
Many, many thanks to our station leaders! Theresa Biddle
joined us again this year to share her talents in the telling
of the stories of Esther, Rebuilding the Lord’s House from
the book of Ezra, the Parable of the Mustard Seed, and
the Walk to Emmaus. She was joined by youth leaders
Colleen Molloy, Annie Stoner, and Evan Weidl. Science
was led by Carie Schultz. The kids made invisible ink,
learned how to make a geyser, built a catapult, and made
terrariums and crayon rubbings. Crafts led by Terry
Morton and Linda Geni included making a bags box and
a bag, pencil holders, bug boxes, framed pictures among
other items. Aimee Miller along with Melissa Bradley led
the kids through hoops and under parachutes along with
other activities with our games. Lisa Brown taught the
kids 8 new fun and spirited songs! What fun the music is
for the kids! They’ll be singing the songs forever it seems!
We can never forget snacks. This year our snack team
consisting of Debby Graham, Lynne Hardison, Carol
Ludemann, Tara Moffit, Susan Rodgers, Barb Pankoke
and led by Cheryl Gaydos, had some exciting new eats for
the kids. They enjoyed frog faces made from apples, fruit
kabobs, butterfly snacks, and yogurt parfaits! We are so
blessed to have such talented and willing volunteers!!!
Thanks to everyone who donated food for Vacation Bible
School. All of it was greatly enjoyed and greatly appreciated.
Our mission this year was to support a mother and her 2
sons, ages 6 and 3, who will be moving into a house that
has been rehabbed right here in St. Charles by Habitat for
Humanity. The family will be thrilled to receive the large
number of household supplies donated as they move into
their new house as well as some fun game items for the 2
boys.
Wishing you all a safe and energy filled summer with lots
of imagination!!!

Tassie Brautigam( A.K.A. Sandy Paper) and Rivet

As the CUCC Treasurer, I am tasked with oversight
of the budget and current financial position. With
half the year almost gone, I thought it would be a
good idea to update everyone on the state of our finances. I wish I had better news, but it’s not horrible
either. As of May 31, 2014 we are behind budget.
We are on track to incur a deficit of approximately
$32,000 by the year end, December 31, 2014.
The only area of expense that we expect to be over
budget is utilities and with rates increasing effective
July 1, 2014, we expect to be over budget at least
$6,000 by the year end.
The area of greatest concern is that of our Pledged
contributions. We set a budget of $450,000 for our
pledged contributions in 2014. We have 479 members that we consider giving units. We received 218
pledges back from our members totaling $423,761,
which left us $26,239, or 5.83%, short of our needed
goal. Our shortfall in pledged contributions of
$11,500 as of May 31, is 6.13% and almost directly
attributable to the shortfall in pledges. As we look
ahead, our expenses will certainly continue to go
up and we need to meet this issue head on. We, as a
Church, need to set a goal of increasing our pledging
units. Currently we have approximately 45% of our
members pledging. While we have members who
do contribute without making a commitment of a
regular pledge, that uncertainty makes it extremely
difficult to accurately budget and we fall behind in
revenue. If each of our 479 members made a commitment to contribute regularly, at whatever amount
is comfortable, we would be able to meet our congregational commitments. Perhaps 100% pledging
isn’t realistic, but we can definitely do better than
45%. And we need to.
If we had every member (all 479) give an additional
$2.60 each week we would be on budget by year end.
That’s $11 per month or $67 for the balance of the
year. We really need every member to contribute
something no matter how small.
As you can see it’s a game of inches. We are currently
falling a little short (6-7%), but not a lot. We all
have financial constraints on what we can give, but
as you can see, if all of us chip in just a little more,
we can get back on track. You will be seeing more
financial notes in future Highlights, E-mail blasts
and Bulletin notes. If you have any questions about
our finances please do not hesitate to call me or the
office.
~Tim O’Brien

Patti Molloy, RN
Parish Nurse
nurse@cuccstc.org
Is it just me or does it seem we go directly from winter
time to bug time? I’m sorry if I sound too much like a girl
here but I really don’t like bugs…especially mosquitoes.
I realize this is my 3rd article about mosquitoes. Let’s call
it an annual thing…so here is my Third Annual Mosquito
Highlight Article.
Here are some fun facts about the mosquito so you can
impress your friends and neighbors or shout out the correct answer when watching Jeopardy.
~Mosquitoes are known from as far back as the Triassic
Period which was 400 million years ago.
~There are 2700 species of mosquitoes with 176 different
species present in the U. S.
~The average mosquito weighs 2.5 mg.
~Only the female bites and feeds on blood (insert your
own joke here). She finds her “victim” mainly by detecting
the CO2 and lactic acid they emit.
~Dark clothing has been shown to attract some species
more than light clothing.
~A full moon increases a mosquito’s activity by 500%.
~One female may lay an average of 100-300 eggs at a time
and will average 1000-3000 offspring during her life span.
~Mosquitoes breed and lay eggs in standing water.
Therefore, an important part of mosquito control around
your home is to eliminate any source of standing water.
Empty or change water in bird baths or wading pools
often.
~After she eats, the female will lay her eggs directly on or
near water. The eggs can survive dry conditions for a few
months but must hatch in water.
~They go from egg to adult in 4-7 days…and we think
OUR kids grow up quickly!
~Worldwide, mosquito-borne diseases kill more people
than any other single factor.
DEET (N, N-diethyl-meta-toluamide) is the most widely
recognized chemical used in mosquito and tick repellents.
It was developed in 1946 by the U. S. Army and registered
for use by the general public in 1957. Not to be confused
with the now banned DET, DEET does not kill mosquitoes. It works by making it hard for them to smell us.

Periodically the EPA conducts safety studies on various
products. A study of DEET was just published in June
of 2014. The findings were:
The Agency has just completed an interim review of DEET
under the Registration Review Program to ensure that it
continues to meet safety standards based on current scientific knowledge. The Agency has not identified any risks of
concern to human health, non-target species or the environment. We’ve made our proposed interim registration review
decision available for public comment at www.regulations.
gov under docket number EPA-HQ-OPP-2012-0162. The
public comment period on this Proposed Interim Decision
opened on June 4 and will close on August 4, 2014.
EPA continues to believe that the normal use of DEET
does not present a health concern to the general population, including children. As always, consumers are advised
to read and follow label directions in using any pesticide
product, including insect repellents. Currently registered
uses of DEET are also not expected to result in adverse
effects for listed and non-listed endangered species, or critical habitat. As such, EPA concludes “no effect” for listed
species and no adverse modification of designated critical
habitat for all currently registered uses of DEET.
The CDC receives more than 20,000 reports of Lyme
Disease (transmitted by deer ticks) and 100 reports of
encephalitis (transmitted by mosquitoes) annually.
When shopping for insect repellent, pay attention to
the percentage of DEET it contains. A higher percentage does not mean it is more effective, it refers to the
amount of time it is effective. It is not meant to be
applied more than once a day, so choose the concentration that will cover the amount of time you will be
exposed.
Be careful when choosing a bug repellent that also contains sunscreen. Sunscreen is meant to be re-applied but
bug repellent is not.
I hope the fact that this is my third mosquito article
didn’t “bug” you too much and the information is helpful and keeps you safe. After all, it will be winter time
soon enough!

Automated External Defibrillator

located near office door. Look for overhead AED sign.
Phone is on the adjacent wall.
To call for help, press an outside line and dial 911.

MEAL MINISTRY

If you could provide an occasional meal for a
church member, please contact Patti Molloy at
nurse@uccstc.org or Mary Lou Bracken at
marylou1206@att.net or sign up on the
Parish Nurse bulletin board.

Back Bay Mission Update:
Recently the Huffington Post published an article highlighting significant examples of religious or faith based organizations that establish programs or perform critical services for the less fortunate, nationally or internationally. It
was very gratifying to see Back Bay Mission, Biloxi, Mississippi highlighted as one of the 100 examples cited.
Back Bay Mission has served the Mississippi Gulf Coast for 92 years, nimbly adapting to the changing needs of
the population with programs to help the marginalized in the region. Most recently Back Bay has been focused
on providing casework counseling and housing for veterans. Please check out the Huffington Post article (website
listed below). You may also be interested in visiting The Back Bay Mission web site listed below to learn the latest
news. In particular the mission has named a new Executive Director, Kaye Harris, effective 7/1/2014. Many new
exciting programs have been highlighted recently including a program involving volunteering senior military staff
from Keesler Air force base to collect and distribute food for Gulf Coast children, providing nourishing lunches
during the summer.
We hope that enjoying the news links outlining the work of the mission may lead you to generously explore how
you might help. Many thanks to everyone who has supported the mission through work tours and monetary donations. It is all greatly appreciated! Your commitment makes a tremendous difference in the lives of those who live on
the Gulf Coast.
If you have questions please call or email me.
Bob Brautigam
Back Bay Mission Board Member

MANNA MANNA

MANNA MANNA

MANNA MANNA

MANNA MANNA

Links:
Huffington Post Article- http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/06/17/100-religious-groups-doing-good_n_5460739.html
Back Bay Mission- http://thebackbaymission.org

MANNA FOR MARKLUND
~July 20 and July 27~

_

Many of us are familiar with Marklund as a skilled nursing facility for medically fragile children and a developmental
training center for adults who need extra assistance in managing their disabilities. We as a church have a couple of
special connections with Marklund. The son of one of our members is a resident there. Many of us have been there to
play baseball or to help the residents come to the auditorium to see the FOG puppet performances.
Grace Caldwell, a member of our church, has been a faithful volunteer at Marklund for months. She presented
the idea of brightening up the cottages of the residents at Christmas time by making blankets for each bed of the
96 residents. This will help decorate Marklund for the holidays. She has worked diligently with the staff at Jo-Ann
Fabrics to get the best possible price for the materials. The fabric will be a Christmas theme and each blanket will cost
approximately $17. Women’s Fellowship has already pledged $500 toward this exciting blanket project. July 20 and
Jul 27 have been designated as MANNA FOR MARKLUND Sundays. The profit from your support of Manna on
those Sundays will go toward the purchase of the fabric.
Help will be needed to complete the fleece blankets which are easily constructed with just a few cuts and then tying
the fringe. The women who attend the Women’s Weekend this fall will be working on the blankets as a mission project. Blanket kits complete with instructions will be available sometime in August or early September for anyone who
is interested in helping with this project. Contact Grace Caldwell, Debby Graham or Wyonne Hegland for more
information or leave your name in the office and you will be contacted. If you wish to help offset the cost of a $17
blanket, please place your contribution in an envelope marked Marklund.
At Marklund, everything that is done begins with caring for each and every child or adult as a member of their own
family. This project is a wonderful way for us to recognize the residents of Marklund as members of our church family. Please consider supporting Manna for Marklund on July 20 and 27. Your support is greatly appreciated.

THE NIGHT MINISTRY
On Tuesday, July 22, we will serve our friends
in Lakeview beginning with an orientation at
The Night Ministry Ravenswood office.

Sock It To ‘Em!!!
There is a tub outside the church office for
white cotton socks in ADULT sizes. We will
take them to our friends and neighbors in
Lakeview on Tuesday, July 22. Thank You!!!

Men’s Fellowship

***Cougar’s Game vs South Bend Silverhawks***
Wednesday, July 23
Game Time: 6:30 - Gates open at 5:30

Cost: $20.00 per person
Men, mark your calendars for the July men’s event. Joe Bondi
has reserved a suite for us at the Cougars’ Game. We’re
talking air conditioning, heavy appetizers, access to private
suite area and quality seating. We’re going to be doing it
right by having our own private party. Suite 11 (First suite
towards third base-if looking from home plate). Access
stadium via the upper deck gates which are behind home
plate.
What’s provided:
- Game ticket and access to suites.
- Appetizers and finger foods during the game
Entree foods and beverages can be purchased individually.
There is a fee for parking so car pooling would be a good idea.
Sign up sheet is on the Congregational Life bulletin board
Please pay Joe Bondi or the Church Office.
If you have any questions contact Joe Bondi at 630-747-8709
or email at jbondi2000@gmail.com
Tickets will be either given to you prior to the game or will
be held for you at the ticket office/will call with your name
on it.

Intentional Travel
“Treasures of Northern Italy”
Brochures are now available for the September 2015
Intentional Travel experience to northern Italy. The dates are
September 20 - October 3 and will include Milan, Verona,
Venice, Lake Maggiore and the Cinque Terre area. Pick up
a brochure in the church office or on the Intentional Travel
bulletin board. Speak with John or Susan Rodgers if you have
questions

Lazarus House July 16, 6:45pm

Are you looking for a way to give back this summer?
Why not sign up to bring food to the Lazarus House on
Wednesday July 16th.
THEME: Summer picnic
SIGN UP: On the Mission board in the hallway at church
DELIVER FOOD: by 6:30 pm
2 volunteers are also needed to help serve the food

New Members Received
September 21, 2014

An orientation evening will be held on
Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 7:30pm. Mark your
calendars.
Contact the church office.
Men’s Fellowship Walking Group
3rd Saturday of each month, 7am
Contact George Mohn for information
and location. 847-488-9179,
sangeomohn@att.net

Parlor Art

Carleen Bart ~ Artist

Carleen Bart is an accomplished artist. Her
watercolors reflect images of our church, reflections
of nature with an abundance of rich, bright and
warm colors. Just as Carleen’s office work has
impacted our church, her art work has given for
many of us joy, beauty and pleasure in the Parlor Art
Gallery
Carleen was asked what can we learn from her art;
what is the mission of her art? Her responses are:
1. Children would learn that art is fun and that you
can paint your feelings and thoughts - not just exactly
what you see.
2. Paint for a while, walk away, let it dry, look at it,
think about it, go back and paint some more!
3. Be fearless! The beauty of watercolors is not to
be afraid. It’s only a piece of paper - throw it out and
start over.
Thank you Carleen Bart for the years of beauty!!
Parlor Art Gallery
Kathy Westman
Bart Art originals are not for sale. Archival quality
prints of some of the originals are available for sale.
Please contact Carleen.

Food on the 4th

Your choice throughout the summer.
On JULY 27 AND AUGUST 24 please
bring non-perishable food of your choice for
the St. Charles Salvation Army Food Pantry
and the Elburn Food Pantry .

Adult Work Camp 2014

Sign up for this year’s Back Bay Mission
adult work camp. The dates are November 8
driving. Mark your preference when you sign
up on the Mission Board. We only have 4
spots left, so sign up soon!

BOOKS FOR SALE
Pottawatomie Partnership
Volunteers are needed each Saturday at 8:30am.
#13, 1620 S. 13th Ave, St. Charles.

HELP WANTED ON SEPTEMBER 6!
Lots of help is needed to make the United Fall Fest a
huge success. Sign up on the volunteer bulletin board
in Fellowship Hall. You will have lots of fun too!

We have 3 new copies of the book Christianity After
Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New
Spiritual Awakening by Diana Butler Bass available
for sale in the office for $10 each.
This book is about the movement that is remaking
the faith. Diana Butler Bass offers a fresh
interpretation of the “spiritual but not religious”
trend and shares a hope-filled vision for a renewed
faith that stays true to the real message of Jesus.
A thank you from Cadence (Delnor): “Wow!
I came back to my office to find an amazing
collection of pop tabs for our Ronald McDonald House in Winfield. This will be such an
enormous benefit to our community and the
families struggling with a child’s illness, and
we appreciate your work in helping make this
vision a reality!”
Keep those pop tabs coming – thank you!
- Pat Kitner

Third Annual
“Sing Me To Heaven”
Concert

For the benefit of Leukemia and Lymphoma Research
On Saturday July 26, at 7:00 pm, Beiermann Music & Friends
will sponsor the 3rd annual Leukemia/Lymphoma Benefit
fund-raiser concert in our sanctuary. The proceeds of this
program are donated to an already established charitable
organization known as Andy’s Chapter of Hope (with a
church connection developed through CUCC member Amy
Bishop).
In addition to being a fund-raiser for Leukemia/Lymphoma
research, this concert will serve as a memorial for those who
have lost their battle with this disease, as well as a “rallying cry” to those currently dealing with it, including church
member Connor Speck. The July 26 concert will feature an
orchestra of Beiermann Music students (present and past) as
well as a choir of area choral teachers and college students.
Suggested donation for admission to this concert is $15 but
donations of any amount will be accepted. A reception in the
church parlor will follow the concert. Advance tickets will be
available but not required.
Please come and bring a friend!

Who’s in the Pews?

Trish Thompson
by Sue Peterson
Trish is not new to the church (having joined in 1999)
but is new to the church office, becoming the church
assistant on June 1. As you know Tricia Steele is the
new office manager. So yes, Tricia and Trish will both
be in the office trying not to confuse you on who is
who.
Trish has been an active church member in a variety
of ways - on the Worship Committee, on the
Congregational Life Committee, leading (facilitating)
afternoon Bible study, playing guitar and singing in
worship and an active member of various committees
for Fall Fest to name a few.
She and her husband, JT, met at the University of
Illinois and married their last semester there. They’ve
moved around quite a bit (at least 10 homes in various
places) experiencing many opportunities. (Hmmm...
new opportunities or Trish thought maybe it was
easier to move than buy new appliances - ha ha) Trish
has been a Jr. High teacher and throughout the years
worked as a library assistant, at Old Navy, at the B &
B Sales office, and receptionist at Gateway Vet Clinic
as well as building her own drapery business. Trish
and JT also designed and built their current home in
the Fox Mill subdivision. JT is currently working for
Siemens - Global Strategies.
Trish and JT have three adult children - Maggie, Jake
and Will. Maggie and her husband, Nick Hoepfner
have three children - Hank, Dean and Gwen. Nick
works at Pentair as a manufacturing engineer. Jake
works in Minneapolis at an advertising firm. Will
works in Milwaukee as the volunteer coordinator for
Governor Scott Walker.
Trish has several interests and loves to be creative. She
enjoys gardening, likes to knit, do acrylic painting,
photography, and for a relaxing time, walk the dog
or write the dog’s blog. (Yes, Trish, we know it’s not
really the dog writing it) She enjoys writing. She
loves to sing (which is evident if you’ve heard her
on Sunday) and she loves to read. She can easily lose
herself in a book. She enjoys her monthly gathering
with a ladies’ group - supporting, connecting, learning
and growing together. For fun, she and JT hope to do
more traveling. They have recently been to Florida and
Hawaii.
But top of the list of interests is playing with her
grandchildren. They are the light of her life. Trish loves
how the church is such a great family for her children
and grandchildren. She feels her new job is such a good
fit. She knows many of the members already and loves
people. It’s such a great environment in which to work.
It’s part time so she can still pursue her other interests.
It’s just her dream job. Thanks, Trish, for joining the
office team and for being an active part of the church

Shared Ministry - When our Senior Pastor
Retires - Shared Ministry Committee Update
The June Highlight and Blasts had two very important articles
- John Rodgers’ announcement, Today and Tomorrow and Lisa
Sidor’s article, Future Leadership. Lisa Sidor details the Shared
Ministry Model common among, healthy churches with its
many benefits.
Go to http://goo.gl/qQiINI to see the articles.
The Shared Ministry Committee held a small group meeting
for congregation members June 15, 2014 following the 9:30am
service. John and Susan Rodgers reflected on their retirement
announcement and Council President John Speck explained the
shared ministry model followed with Q & A. These are some of
questions and answers discussed:
Q: Who will be in charge for how long?
A: Once a new Senior Minister is selected, there will be a
transitional period of shared leadership, with the Senior
Minister and Senior Minister Elect spending 3-6 months
working together.
Q: What about the costs?
A: There are financial considerations of supporting two
ministers during the transition period. Mike Klopmeyer
reported this has been detailed and anticipated.
Q: Has shared ministry been done at other churches?
A: The Shared Ministry model has been used in lively, healthy
churches and is a more contemporary approach for succession
in the Senior Pastor role with less time in transition and more
stability for the future.
The Shared Ministry Committee met with UCC Conference
Representative, Jonathon Knight, concerning information
helpful to the transitional process of shared ministry.
Each committee chair has been sent Shared Ministry
information to share with their committee members. Blasts and
Highlights will continue to feature updates and information on
Shared Ministry.
We as a congregation have the task to decide if the Shared
Ministry model is in our future. It is the Shared Ministry
Committee's responsibility to educate, explain and clarify the
Shared Ministry model. You may have some questions, concerns
or comments. One opportunity to express your thoughts,
concerns and questions is to submit them in the box marked
“Shared Ministry” sitting in the Church Parlor. The Committee
will review your comments and respond.
The Shared Ministry Committee will also provide another
opportunity answer your questions. The Shared Ministry
Committee invites you to attend a meeting on July 16,
2014 at 7:00pm in the Church Parlor (childcare will be
provided). There will be a discussion and we will answer your
questions on Shared Ministry. We want to be clear about what
the Shared Ministry 'overlap' transition process will look like. We
will have information for you and we will be prepared to discuss
your questions. Below is a timeline of Shared Ministry/Senior
Pastor transition dates.
* July 16, 2014 - Information Session on Shared Ministry - 7:00pm
in Church Parlor. Childcare provided.
* September 14, 2014 - Following Church - Q & A on Shared
Ministry
* September 21, 2014 - Congregation Votes on Shared Ministry

Kathy Westman

Novel Approaches

2014-2015

At the June meeting of Novel Approaches the
group chose the novels that will be discussed next year.
Below are the titles, dates, locations and a brief synopsis
of the books. Hope you will join us.
September 12 - “Goldfinch” by Donna Tartt.
Location – Debby & Ken Graham.
Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New Yorker, miraculously
survives an accident that kills his mother. Abandoned
by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a wealthy
friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who don’t know how to
talk to him, and tormented above all by his longing for
his mother, he clings to the one thing that reminds him
of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that
ultimately draws Theo into the underworld of art.
As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing
rooms of the rich and the dusty labyrinth of an antiques
store where he works. He is alienated and in love--and at
the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle.
The Goldfinch is a mesmerizing, stay-up-all-night and
tell-all-your-friends triumph, an old-fashioned story of
loss and obsession, survival and self-invention, and the
ruthless machinations of fate.
November 7 – “Edge of Dark Water” by Joe Lansdale.
Location – Kathy & Jim Mizgalski.
Edgar winner Lansdale channels Mark Twain in this
chillingly atmospheric novel set in Depression era
East Texas. “Mark Twain meets classic Stephen King.”
“Nonstop adventures that edify, terrify and deepen the
bond between Sue Ellen and Jinx.”
January 23 – “Benediction” by Kent Hauf.
Location – Susan & John Rodgers.
From the beloved and best-selling author of Plainsong
and Eventide comes a story of life and death, and the ties
that bind, once again set out on the High Plains in Holt,
Colorado.
When Dad Lewis is diagnosed with terminal cancer, he
and his wife, Mary, must work together to make his final
days as comfortable as possible. Their daughter, Lorraine, hastens back from Denver to help look after him;
her devotion softens the bitter absence of their estranged
son, Frank, but this cannot be willed away and remains
a palpable presence for all three of them. Meanwhile,
the town’s newly arrived preacher attempts to mend his
strained relationships with his wife and teenaged son, a
task that proves all the more challenging when he faces
the disdain of his congregation after offering more than
they are accustomed to getting on a Sunday morning.
And throughout, an elderly widow and her middle-aged
daughter do everything they can to ease the pain of their
friends and neighbors.

Despite the travails that each of these families faces,
together they form bonds strong enough to carry them
through the most difficult of times. Bracing, sad and
deeply illuminating, Benediction captures the fullness
of life by representing every stage of it as well as the
hopes and dreams that sustain us along the way. Here
Kent Haruf gives us his most indelible portrait yet of
this small town and reveals, with grace and insight, the
compassion, the suffering and, above all, the humanity of
its inhabitants.
March 6 – “Crossing to Safety” by Wallace Stegner. Location – Anne & Bob Graham.
Called a “magnificently crafted story . . . brimming with
wisdom” by Howard Frank Mosher in The Washington
Post Book World, Crossing to Safety has, since its publication in 1987, established itself as one of the greatest
and most cherished American novels of the twentieth
century. Tracing the lives, loves, and aspirations of two
couples who move between Vermont and Wisconsin, it
is a work of quiet majesty, deep compassion, and powerful insight into the alchemy of friendship and marriage.
May 15 – “Pearl” by Mary Gordon.
Location – Marilyn & Dave Schave.
On Christmas night of 1998, Maria Meyers learns that
her twenty-year-old daughter, Pearl, has chained herself
outside the American embassy in Dublin, where she
intends to starve herself to death. Although Maria was
once a student radical and still proudly lives by her beliefs, gentle, book-loving Pearl has never been interested
in politics–nor in the Catholicism her mother rejected
years before. What, then, is driving her to martyr herself ?
Shaken by this mystery, Maria and her childhood friend
(and Pearl’s surrogate father), Joseph Kasperman, both
rush to Pearl’s side. As Mary Gordon tells the story
of the bonds among them, she takes us deep into the
labyrinths of maternal love, religious faith, and Ireland’s
tragic history. Pearl is a grand and emotionally daring
novel of ideas, told with the tension of a thriller.

Dinner in the Garden at
Country Garden Cuisine
“Dinner in the Texas Wine Country”
Saturday, August 2nd at 6 pm $48/per person for cooking
instruction and full dinner, including appetizers, meat,
sides, dessert and nonalcoholic beverages. Please feel
free to bring along your favorite adult beverage.
Payment is due by July 31st. Make checks payable to
refunds for this event. If you are unable to attend, please
check waiting list to transfer your reservation.
Maximum number of reservations is 40, please list
names individually for accurate seat count.
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The Congregational United Church of Christ
No matter who you are, or where ever you
are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30am Brief Worship Service (1/2 hour)

cuccstc.org

A hymn, prayers, scripture and reflections on the scripture. Communion
offered the first Sunday of each month. Nursery care. No Sunday school.

9:30am Worship Service with Sunday School
Sunday school for children through 3rd grade. Nursery care.
Communion offered the first Sunday of each month.

YOU ARE WELCOME
Striving to increase our love for God and neighbor, we welcome persons of every age, health

condition, race, marital status, economic status, sexual orientation and religious background.
We encourage you to become an active member of our church, sharing your God-given
gifts in all areas of church life: worship, education, mission & ministry.

Handicapped
Accessible

MISSION STATEMENT

We, as a community in Christ, shall provide and administer a continuum of opportunities for worship,
education, fellowship & outreach. It is our mission to serve individual, local, national & world needs.

STAFF

Rev. Dr. John R. Rodgers–Senior Minister
Rev. Suzy R. Daly–Associate Minister
Rev. Patricia G. Kitner–Assistant Minister
Patti Molloy, RN–Parish Nurse
Tassie Brautigam–Children’s Ministry
Kim Barth, Connections Coordinator
Tricia Steele-Trish Thompson, Oﬃce
Rosemary Kagel–Financial Manager
Dennis Beiermann–Music Director
Denise Beiermann–Bell Choir Director
John Speck–Council President
Susan Klopmeyer–Congregational Life Chair
Steve Sidor–Christian Education Chair
Susan Rodgers–Mission Chair
Ginny Minard–Worship Chair
Bob Brautigam–Facilities
Carol Ludemann–Women’s Fellowship President
Jeff Graham–Youth Director
Rev. William L. Nagy–Pastor Emeritus
All Members–Ministers

CUCCStCharles

Congregational UCC St. Charles

john.rodgers@cuccstc.org
suzy.daly@cuccstc.org
chatwpat@att.net
nurse@cuccstc.org
christianed@cuccstc.org
connections@cuccstc.org
office@cuccstc.org
financial@cuccstc.org
music@cuccstc.org

Our denomination is the
United Church of Christ

ucc.org

Swing Set Preschool

630-443-8570
Kim Barth, Director
kim@swingsetpreschool.com

